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These hideous and gloomy wastes are not the
work of God. 'God saw all that He had made,
and behold, it was very good/ All that is unlovely
in the spiritual world is the creation of man's evil.
The hells, where the evil dwell, have been made by
the evil, for wherever they appear, the sunshine of
heaven fails to penetrate, the flowers and trees wither
and the singing birds take wing and fly away.

Swedenborg learned in many interesting but
quite simple ways how those who enter the spiri-
tual world choose their homes in either heaven or
hell. By observing what happened to new-comers,
he was able to make known to men on earth some
very important truths. So soon as men find they
have left the world for ever and are Still living, they
begin to think of heaven.

Some at once say, 'Well, I have lived a fairly good
life. I have certainly never done any one an
intentional evil/

*I have been to church quite regularly/ say
others. "I have heard mass and have poured forth
abundant prayers on my knees/

*I have given to the poor/ is sometimes the plea.
*I have helped all who were in need and have often
read the Bible/

The angels listen to these remarks but point out
how all these things may be only so many customs
or habits.